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1. Basics of Bible Translations 
2. Modern Study Tools 
3. 3 Problem Passages and 

How to Read Them



How do you translate the Bible 
into English?



Steps to Translate
•Group of theologically diverse Bible 

scholars 

•Decide on a translating framework 

•No such thing as a “perfect” translation 

•Utilize oldest, accurate manuscripts 
available



The Dead Sea Scrolls



Best Practice: 
Read multiple translations  

NLT, NIV, ESB, NASB, NKJV



Modern tools and techniques 
to enhance your Bible study



Concordance



Or use Google…
•“consider outcome life Bible” 

•Hebrews 13:7 

•“even the handle sank in after the blade” 

•Judges 3:22 

•Tip: use unique words for accurate results



Bible 
Dictionary



How to Read 
the Bible For 
All It’s Worth



How to Read 
the Bible Book 

by Book



Archaeological 
Study Bible



The Bible Project (YouTube)



Commentaries
•Matthew Henry 

•Chuck Smith 

•David Guzik 

•blueletterbible.org 

•biblehub.com

http://blueletterbible.org
http://biblehub.com


Problem Passage #1 
Romans 10:9



Romans 10:9

If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus 
is Lord,” and believe in your heart that 
God raised him from the dead, you will 

be saved.



Eisegesis: 
All you have to do is say “Jesus is 

Lord” out loud and believe that 
Jesus was raised from the dead to 

go to heaven



Romans 10:9
Elements of Exegesis 

•Author: Paul 

•Audience: Church in Rome 

•Style of writing: epistle/letter



Romans 10:9
Major Themes 

• God’s faithfulness 

• Righteousness 

• Reconciliation between Jews and 
Gentiles



Romans 10:9
Understanding the Text 

• Chapters 9-11 directly address God’s 
relationship with Israel 

• The “sub audience” of these chapters is 
Jewish Christians



Moses writes this about the 
righteousness that is by the law: “The 
person who does these things will live 
by them.” But the righteousness that is 
by faith says: “Do not say in your heart, 
‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is 

to bring Christ down)



“or ‘Who will descend into the 
deep?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from 
the dead). But what does it say? “The 
word is near you; it is in your mouth 

and in your heart,” that is, the message 
concerning faith that we proclaim:



If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus 
is Lord,” and believe in your heart that 
God raised him from the dead, you will 

be saved.



For it is with your heart that you believe 
and are justified, and it is with your 

mouth that you profess your faith and 
are saved. As Scripture says, “Anyone 
who believes in him will never be put to 

shame.”



For there is no difference between Jew 
and Gentile - the same Lord is Lord of 
all and richly blesses all who call on 
him, for, “Everyone who calls on the 

name of the Lord will be saved.”

Romans 10:5-13



Keep my decrees and laws, for the 
person who obeys them will live by 

them. I am the Lord.

Leviticus 18:5

Righteousness by the Law



Now what I am commanding you today 
is not too difficult for you or beyond 
your reach. It is not up in heaven, so 

that you have to ask, “Who will ascend 
into heaven to get it and proclaim it to 

us so we may obey it?”

Righteousness by Faith



Nor is it beyond the sea, so that you 
have to ask, “Who will cross the sea to 
get it and proclaim it to us so we may 

obey it?”



No, the word is very near you; it is in 
your mouth and in your heart so you 

may obey it.

Deuteronomy 30:11-14



Romans 10:9
Exegesis 

• Paul is explaining to the Jewish 
Christians that they cannot obtain God’s 
righteousness and salvation through the 
law, it is only through faith in Jesus



Romans 10:9
Hermeneutics 

• Following the Torah (Law) alone and 
holding to the Jewish tradition will not 
save you anymore, Jesus is the only way 
to heaven 

• This verse doesn’t give direction 
regarding “how” to be saved



Problem Passage #2 
Ezekiel 33:7-9



“Son of man, I have made you a 
watchman for the people of Israel; so 
hear the word I speak and give them 

warning from me.



When I say to the wicked, ‘You wicked 
person, you will surely die,” and you do 

not speak out to dissuade them from 
their ways, that wicked person will die 

for their sin, and I will hold you 
accountable for their blood.



But if you do warn the wicked person 
to turn from their ways and they do not 
do so, they will die for their sin, though 

you yourself will be saved.

Ezekiel 33:7-9



Eisegesis: 
If you don’t warn someone that 

they’re going to hell and then they 
do, God holds you personally 

responsible for their fate



Ezekiel 33:7-9
Elements of Exegesis 

•Author: The prophet Ezekiel 

•Audience: Israelites in exile in Babylon 

•Style of writing: prophetic/prose (not 
poetry)



Ezekiel 33:7-9
Major Themes 

• Punishment for Israel’s idolatry 

• Israel hasn’t upheld God’s covenant 

• God will restore his people (Nehemiah 
and Jesus)



The word of the Lord came to me: “Son 
of man, speak to your people and say 

to them: “When I bring the sword 
against a land, and the people of the 

land choose one of their men and make 
him their watchman,



and he sees the sword coming against 
the land and blows the trumpet to warn 

the people, then if anyone hears the 
trumpet but does not heed the warning 
and the sword comes and takes their 
life, their blood will be on their own 

head.



Since they heard the sound of the 
trumpet but did not heed the warning, 
their blood will be on their own head. If 

they had heeded the warning, they 
would have saved themselves.



But if the watchman sees the sword 
coming and does not blow the trumpet 

to warn the people and the sword 
comes and takes someone’s life, that 
person’s life will be taken because of 
their sin, but I will hold the watchman 

accountable for their blood.

Ezekiel 33:1-6



v. 7-9 
Ezekiel is appointed as a 

prophet (watchman) by God 
and that carries a personal 

responsibility to deliver God’s 
message



Ezekiel 33:7-9
Exegesis 

• God has appointed Ezekiel as a prophet 
to Israel in their exile to turn their hearts 
back to him 

• Ezekiel is personally responsible for 
delivering the message to the people, not 
how the respond



Ezekiel 33:7-9
Hermeneutics 

• Apply the principle of persuading people 
to turn to God knowing where their 
current lifestyle will lead them



Ezekiel 33:7-9
Hermeneutics 

• Since we aren’t appointed as a 
“watchman,” God is not holding us 
personally responsible if we fail to speak 
to every person we may or may not come 
into contact with



Problem Passage #3 
Deuteronomy 25:11-12



If two men are fighting and the wife of 
one of them comes to rescue her 

husband from his assailant, and she 
reaches out and seizes him by his 
private parts, you shall cut off her 

hand. Show her no pity.

Deuteronomy 25:11-12



Eisegesis: 
God has a double standard when it 

comes to treatment of women 
versus men



Deuteronomy 25:11-12
Elements of Exegesis 

•Author: Moses (mostly) 

•Audience: Israelites who were entering the 
Promised Land 

•Style of writing: law/commands



Deuteronomy 25:11-12
Major Themes 

• Yahweh is the one true God 

• Israel must reflect God’s character 

• Consequences for obedience/
disobedience



Deuteronomy 25:11-12
Notes from Commentaries 

•An indictment against immodesty 

•Echoed in the NT (1 Timothy 2:9-10) 

•“Crush” vs “Seize” 

•Woman could prevent man from being 
able to have children



Deuteronomy 25:11-12
Exegesis 

• Israelite women should not demonstrate 
immodest or vengeful behavior towards 
another man even in the defense of her 
husband 

• Injury could prevent the man from 
bearing children



Deuteronomy 25:11-12
Exegesis 

• Only instance in the Bible of “mutilation 
as punishment”



Deuteronomy 25:11-12
Hermeneutics 

• No direct application 

• This teaches us certain things about 
Israelite culture and how they 
implemented the Law, but there is no 
direct application for us today



One more thing…

Devotional Reading 
vs 

Bible Study


